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This week we heard from Vincent Lo from Mercy Ships.  (See the re-
port on page 2.) What a wonderful ambassador he is for that            
charity, which has great links with Rotary. The speaker program  that 
has been developed for the Club for the remainder of the year is very 
entertaining and varied. Please don't forget to invite your friends along 
to hear about some of these topics.  During lockdown it will not cost 
them anything to join us, and what a great way to promote our Club. 

Don’t forget about the Dandenong Ranges Storm Recovery appeal. 
People in our own backyard still need assistance. Talk to Alan       
Lunghusen about donating or go to the RAWCS website at this link. 

Gary Forrest has had a breakthrough with the Knox City Council and I 
admire his enthusiasm to push ahead with our 7th Area of Focus,   
Supporting the Environment.  Stay tuned for some news on a Clean-
Up Australia initiative too. 

Next week, John Williams will provide us with details on the proposed 
Vocational Visit to a Rotary Club in Bali. 

Pop in your diaries now the dates for the Knox Art Show,  the 5th, 6th 
and 7th of November. 

Keep safe and warm. 

Murray 

 

 

 

 

 

                        President’s Message 

 Meeting Details 

When:  Tuesday  evenings 

          6.30 pm for 7.00 pm   

Zoom meeting  

2nd and 4th Tuesday each 
month 

 Zoom link, click HERE . 

Physical meeting 

1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 
month 

Venue:  Tosaria’s Cafe 

               60 Henderson Rd 

               Rowville     

Visitors are very welcome.   

For information contact: 

Membership Chair: 

Kevin Harrison 0419 919 011 

President: 

Murray Wilson 0402 088 999 

Inside this 
issue: 

President’s message 1 

This week’s meeting 2 

Rowville Roundup 3 

Rosters 4 

Forward program 5 
President Murray 

Wilson  

https://donations.rawcs.com.au/89-2020-21
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7721058587?pwd=b0V2MERPaFI1T2lCTUpBb0lWVktMQT09#success
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This week’s speaker– Vincent Lo from Mercy Ships 

Vincent Lo 

 

In a very interesting and detailed presentation, Vincent outlined how Mercy Ships has been bringing 

hope and healing to the world’s forgotten poor for more than 40 years. 

Vincent spent 3 months on board as a pharmacist prior to COVID, and is looking forward to joining 

the ship again in about 6 weeks, for a 12 month period. Ninety percent of those on board are volunteers 

and come from more than 40 countries, with a lot of Aussies amongst them. Only half of them are 

medical as there are many diverse roles needed to run this service. One crew member has been on board 

for over 20 years. When the ship docks in Africa, Day Crew members who are locals are able to join, to 

do jobs such as cooking, driving and most importantly translating.  

Mercy Ships was established in 1978 by Don Stephens when he purchased an old cruise ship. Since that 

time they are up to their 4th ship, African Mercy, with the 5th ship, Global Mercy, about to come into 

service. This ship has been purpose built as a hospital ship and will provide double the capacity of the 

current ship. Mercy Ships fills the gap for safe, affordable and timely surgery in Africa, where 2 out of 3 

people lack access to surgical care. The service provided is free: all surgery, medicine, dental treatment, 

meals and meals for carers for whatever length of time is required, is paid for from the contributions of 

donors. The advantage of using a ship is that it is able to bring everything that is needed, such as power, 

water, hospital facilities and plentiful supplies of food, which are replenished 

regularly.  It is also a safe environment for all the workers on board. As 50% of 

the world’s population live within 160 km of a port, it is accessible to those 

who need it.  

The types of services offered are maxillofacial, plastic reconstructive, ortho-

paedic, obstetric fistula, general surgery, ophthalmic plus dental and palliative 

care. Those who can be treated are chosen carefully with regard to the types of 

surgeons available and whether the condition can be fixed by surgery.  

The Mercy Ship is invited by the Government of the country and it is a three 

year process of assessing the needs within the country. Further goals of the 

Mercy Ship visit, which can be for up to 10 months, is to renovate and        

improve local healthcare facilities and to train local people in surgical         

techniques. 

This was a very informative presentation and left food for thought as there is 

always the need for donations and volunteers to fill the 

diverse roles on board. It is very pleasing to note that in Sept 2020 a 

$1.125 million Rotary Foundation Global 

Grant was approved to help equip Global 

Mercy with up-to-

date equipment 

and to train Afri-

can medical per-

sonnel. 

Read more here. 

https://www.mercyships.org.uk/rotary-grant/
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DG Daryl Moran has set 4 Challenges for the 

Clubs in District 9810 in the coming year. These 

are: 

1. Excellence— to attract new members and 

to retain current members. 

2. Innovation— to be creative and                     

adaptable and to use the resources available 

to make meetings interesting and varied.  

3. Family—to work with and grow the family 

of  Rotary in Earlyact, Interact, Alumni and 

Rotaract clubs as well as Rotary. 

4. Support—to support Rotary programs and  

initiatives such as the Rotary Foundation. 

DG Daryl’s cryptic ‘Don’t be Kodak!’ reminds us 

all that being too comfortable with ‘we’ve always 

done it this way’ can be the pathway to oblivion.  

District Governor’s 4 Challenges for 2021-2022 

 

 

Rowville Roundup 

Rotary theme for each 
month 

July— New leadership 

August— Membership and New 
Club         Development 

September— Basic Education 

and Literacy 

October— Economic and  

Community Development 

November—Rotary Foundation 

December—Disease Prevention 

and treatment 

January—Vocational Services 

February—Peacebuilding and 
conflict         prevention/
resolution 
 
March—Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene 

April—Maternal & Child Health  

May—Youth Service 

June—Rotary Fellowships 

 

• Birthdays this week—Raman on July 26th. Wishing you a   

happy day Raman. 

• Sue has had her hip surgery and is recovering well, with the 

possibility of going to rehab soon. 

• Marg is still keen to hear from 

anyone wishing to attend the 

Fashion Parade on August 21st in 

aid of Taminya House, a women’s 

and children’s refuge. 

 

 

 

 

• Jeff is about to publish his next book, 

a romantic drama. What a great achieve-

ment. He assures us that this one is not as 

steamy as ‘The Stud’. 

 

 

• A new fundraising committee has been formed, with the first 

meeting on July 28th. Anyone is  welcome to attend to share 

any ideas for a significant Club activity for  fundraising. Talk 

to Carol if you are interested. 

• The Stringybark Festival is coming up. Any suggestions for a 

suitable activity for this event would be happily received.  

• The GWS Community raffle has been drawn. Our Club 

raised $1280—a great effort.  

   Club activities 
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• Used stamps—do not soak from the envelope, 

just cut a large margin around the stamps.  Deliver 

to President Murray. 

• Foreign coins—to go to Rotarian Ron Brooks; 

can be given to Jenny to pass on. So far this collec-

tion has resulted in over $20,000 which has gone to 

a vaccination campaign ‘Give Every Child a Fu-

ture’. Rotary is partnering with UNICEF to deliver 

the 'Give Every Child A      Future' as a three-year 

project to introduce three new vaccines into the 

national immunisation programs of 

nine Pacific Island Countries. The pro-

ject will cost $4.5 million, that's $45/

child. So every $45 raised can save a 

life.  

Items that can be recycled 

 

 

                                        

COVID permitting, these are the dates for this year. 

First Friday of each month: 

 
August 6th                       September 3rd    

October 1st                      November 5th                                    
December 3rd  

Plus  Thurs December 23rd 

 

 

Over the last 

12 months 

foothills has 

provided 

over 35,000 

fresh meals 

and 10,000 

food parcels 

Bunnings BBQs 

Support for Foothills Community Care—Soup ‘n’ Slice roster 

July 21st soup (FTG) Fiona, Marg, Jenny 

July 22nd slice (Upwey) Heather, Stella, Anita,  Jenny,  Gary 

August 5th slice (Upwey) Stella, Pam King (RC Boronia), Corinne 

August 18th soup (FTG) Heather, Anita, Gary,  

August 19th slice (Upwey) Stella, Brenton, Fiona, Marg, Jenny 

• Plastic bread tags. Pass onto Jenny. 

• Champagne corks. Again, give to 

Murray. 

 

It is worth a visit to the Give Every Child a 

Future website, where there is a message of 

support from Past RI President Ian Riseley 

and Juliet. 

See link here. 

   

https://everychildafuture.com/
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Duty Roster and Forward Program 2021-2022 

Date Registration Chair Director of Fun  Program 

JULY—New Leadership Month 

27 

zoom 
 Heather Club planning 

Elle Giles 

Australian Red Cross Lifeblood 

‘Give life. Give blood’ 

 

AUGUST— Membership and New Club Development Month 

3  

physical  
Kaye  John Gary 

Peter Abbott 

CEO Puffing Billy 

The importance of volunteers to  

Tourism, in the context of Puffing 

Billy 

10 

physical 
James Steve Jeff 

DG Daryl Moran 

District Governor’s visit 

17 

physical 
Adrian Alan 

Organised by 

Toastmasters 
Combined night with Toastmasters 

24 

zoom 
 David Rotaractors 

Nidhi Wadhwa 

Update on Knox Rotaract Club 

Sunday 29th  

in lieu of 

Tuesday 31st 

SOCIAL NIGHT— Distillery visit 6pm 

64 Monbulk Road, Belgrave 

 



Let’s support our members in their business endeavours 
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Some wonderful photos of Mercy Ship patients 
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Website:   www.rowvillerotary.com.au 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

Rotary-Club-of-Rowville-Lysterfield-

171446576246728/?ref=bookmarks  

District 9810 

 

Website: http://www.9810rotary.org.au 

 

 Contacts 

 

2021-22 BOARD MEMBERS 

 

President                              Murray Wilson/Kevin  

                                              Harrison 

Vice-President                     Kevin Harrison/Murray 

                                              Wilson 

Secretary                               Heather Eddy 

Treasurer                              Neil White 

President Elect                    David Lumb 

Immediate Past President   Marg Vesey                    

Director                                 Steve Macdonald 

 

 2021-22 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 

Community                         Marg Vesey 

Youth Service                      Max Williams 

Foundation                          David Lumb 

International                       Alan Lunghusen 

Vocational                           John Williams and Neil  

                                             Marshall 

Membership/Facebook     Kevin Harrison 

OTHER ROLES 

Rowville Secondary 

College Council Rep     Rajeev Wadhwa 

Newsletter                     Jenny Moran 

Website                          Alan Lunghusen 

Club Protection Officer  Corinne Baillie 

Program Co-ordinator  Marg Vesey and 

                                        Heather Eddy 

On-to-Conference          Heather Eddy 
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